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Abstract:

The contribution deals with the status of the "scenario" category in cognitive metaphor analysis. Two main approaches seem to be available: 
1) the positing of "scenarios" as a specific conceptual structure (alongside "domains", "schemas", "input spaces", etc.) plus empirical searches for its evidence in a given corpus; 

2) the constitution of "scenarios" as abstractions/generalizations from the empirical corpus data on the basis of frequency patterns etc. 
The contribution discusses implications of both approaches with regard to a special corpus of metaphors based on the DINOSAUR concept.

Metaphor scenarios and corpus analysis   
(1) Beset by a $4 million (£2.7 million) deficit and internal wrangling, the National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People turned its back on its traditional leaders when Mrs Evers-Williams was elected by a single vote. “We may be a dinosaur, but we are not going to become extinct […],” Mrs Evers-Williams said. (NB3--950220 - guard/UK)

(2) Has the dinosaur changed its spots? This, the Daily Mail seems to think, is the question convulsing the nation. “Tony Blair”, wrote one of the paper’s star writers after the Clause 4 debate “has apparently achieved an impressive victory over his party’s left-wing […]”. (NB3--950513 - guard/UK)

(3) In order to preserve downtown’s Varsity Theater, an art-deco landmark dating back to the 1920s, it will have to become a major bookstore, according to developer Charles ‘Chop’ Keenan. “A single-screen theater is a dinosaur in today’s world. It can’t sell enough candy,” said Keenan, who is planning to do a historical renovation […]. (NU3--940223 - usnews/US)

(4) Cairns is a M[arks] & S[pencer]-sceptic. “It is just like a big dinosaur. Everything has moved away from them and they are completely out of touch. Then they realise they have done something wrong, so they panic and make mistakes. It is hard to back-pedal.” (NB1--010814 - times/UK)

(5) An awful lot of people, including the police, Immigration and Customs and Excise, have not wrapped their brains around the problems and it reminds me of the story, millions of years ago, when the little dinosaur ran to the big dinosaur. He said, “Look at the changes happening around us. What should we do?” And the big dinosaur replied, “Well let’s just sit back and see what happens, shall we.” The Data Protection Act is still a great piece of legislation. Whether it’s got teeth or not, we’ll see. (NB1--000110 - times/UK)

(6) […] mankind should realise that, like the dinosaur, the human race could some day face extinction [Attenborough said,] speaking at the start of a year-long term as president of the British Association for the Advancement of Science. (SB2--910829 - bbc/UK)

(7) […] a political party must model itself on biology, that is to say, if it is to remain alive and kicking it must adapt itself to the changes in a changing world. Dogmatic parties would die as surely as the dinosaur. (Hugh Molson, “The Tory Reform Committee”, New English Review, Vol. XI, 1945, p. 250) (brbooks/ BB------561 dinosaur." 17 Hugh UK)

(8) […] analysts say he [the chief executive of Unilever] could be running a far greater risk if he maintained the status quo. “If Unilever does not change, and change fast, the group will become a dinosaur,” says one. “It will be history – or geography.” (NB1--000227 - times/UK) 

(9) Bruce Babbitt (= US Interior Secretary Nominee) [said]: “The Bureau of Reclamation is a dinosaur and it’s going to go extinct because their leadership can’t think of anything except flying their jets out to the West to unravel new blueprints for dams that nobody wants”. (SU1--921224 - npr/US)

(10) […] in the face of music’s computer revolution the humble rock drummer should by now be an extinct dinosaur nailed among the memorabilia on the walls of the Hard Rock Cafe. Unlike the dinosaurs, however, and against all the odds, drummers have evolved. (NB1--990711 - times/UK)

(11) Calthorpe is godfather to The Crossings, a ‘transit-oriented community’ of single-family residences and townhomes now rising on the site of the Old Mill shopping center […]. As for the post-war suburbs, they’re going the way of the dinosaur, Calthorpe believes. (NU3--941104 - usnews/US) 
(12) It is revealing that apologists for nuclear power such as Dalyell try to strangle at birth promising renewable energy solutions such as wave power. Nuclear power is a dinosaur in the coming age of genuinely renewable energy. Renewables such as wave and wind power offer major environmental benefits plus considerable job opportunities for Britain […] (MB2--990626 - newsci/UK)
(13) These metaphors are not just poetic fancies - they express underlying theories held by both lay and scientific people. For instance, everyone knows what is meant when an institution is referred to as a `dinosaur". (MB2--920215 - newsci/UK)

(14) Like the Channel Tunnel, it could take decades for the investment to break even. Some say 50 years. For a start SNCF, a state dinosaur which employs 170,000 people, has to fill 17 trains a day to and from Marseilles – the equivalent of 30 jumbo jetloads. (NB1--010524 - times/UK)  

(15) But amid the inevitable champagne and self-congratulations sure to accompany tonight’s celebrations for Britain's longest running musical [Cats], perhaps it's worth pondering whether this once seemingly frisky feline has now become a lumbering dinosaur. (NB1--010511 - times/UK)

(16) There is a dinosaur lurking in your house, and it goes by the name of VHS. This was a rotten way of taping videos when it was invented, more than 20 years ago. Its superior rival at the time, Betamax, was trounced by better marketing […]. (NB1--010624 - times/UK)

(17) Female dons condemned yesterday the ‘dinosaur’ attitudes of Oxbridge males who blanche at the behaviour of groups of drunken women in college. […] “Men have been drinking for years,” Dr Evans said, “but there are a lot of dinosaur attitudes lurking beneath the surface.” (NB1--011031 - times/UK)

(18) Ellery Hanley [accused] the board of directors […] of being “rude, ignorant and dinosaur-like". (NB1--990721.  - times/UK).

(19) When it comes to everyday banking, Hilary accepts that she is an absolute dinosaur. She is not interested in managing her finances over the Internet, preferring to visit local branches of the Halifax and Royal Bank of Scotland. (NB1--010929 - times/UK)

(20) When I arrived, there was a push-bike leaning against the polytunnel and a man inside with straight hair cut to chin-level, a beard and specs. “I have been told I am a dinosaur," he said, a trifle sadly, but he seemed too gentle to have fierce opinions. He and his wife, Anne, were weeding and pinching out tomatoes […]. (NB1--990731 times/UK)

(21) King is still worried about the legal threats posed by Lewis, HBO, Kushner and their batteries of lawyers. “I’m a dinosaur,” he said. “I’m going to be extinct soon. How long? Not long.” (NB1--010515 - times/UK)
(22) Dinosaur books used to cover a broad range of the big beasts. Now, much like dinosaurs during their 170-million-year reign […], the books concerning them are evolving swiftly to fill specialised niches. (MB2--981219 - newsci/UK)
Scenario table
	
	source input
	target input
	blended space
	inferences

	input
	Dinosaurs (= group of animals that existed millions of years ago)
	institutions (e.g. public institutions: Police, National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People , Political Party;  Companies: Marks & Spencer, Unilever, “Varsity” cinema; social developments: postwar suburbs, nuclear energy, rock drummer)
	blend: Dinosaurs have a choice between extinction or survival (at the cost of adaptation to change)

(
scenario:

Dinosaurs contemplate or discuss the choice between extinction or survival 
	evaluative inference:

As dinosaurs have a choice, they are responsible for (the prevention of) their own demise

(
predictive/

commissive inference: Dinosaurs need to adapt to changes in their environment

	matching features
	Huge body size, relatively small brain
	Large organizational structure, incompetent management
	
	

	
	Could not adapt (fast enough) to changing environment
	Unable or unwilling to adapt to changing socio-economic or cultural environment
	
	

	
	Extinction
	Possible extinction
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