Methodological issues

Graham Low & Zazie Todd

Eliciting judgements

1: How to have large numbers of judgments but avoid mental overload

2: How to avoid serious delayed halo effects

3: How to establish parallelism between alternative stimuli

4.  How to avoid priming effects and researcher bias

Identifying metaphors

5.  How to interpret reliability indices

6.  How to ensure an appropriate sample

7. The need to have and report a decision procedure

8.  The need to make decisions data based

9.  How to count what is essentially uncountable

10. Establishing that metaphor is actually involved

Analysing metaphors

 11. Attributing appropriate underlying metaphors

 12.  How to establish that metaphors are ‘real’ and what they mean

Analyzing the metaphorical content of qualitative passages

13.  Automatic searching may miss some metaphors

14.  The problem of having just one coder

15. Reliability measures may not be appropriate

16. How to interpret presence/absence of metaphor X in people’s accounts

17. The need to move beyond description

18. The need to look for patterns in data

19.  Knowing where to stop

20.  The uncertain status of metaphor

21.  The quality of data collected may be poor/poorly described
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